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South African Nursing Council

CIRCULAR NO: 2/2024

TO: NATIONAL DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
PROVINCIAL DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
NURSING EDUCATION INSTITUTIONS
ALL STAKEHOLDERS

SUBJECT: PLACING THE PROFESSIONAL ENTRANCE EXAMINATION IN ABEYANCE
2L DJELT: FLALING THE PROFESSIONAL ENTRANCE EXAMINATION IN ABEYANCE
1. PURPOSE
The purpose of this Circular is to notify the National Department of Health, Provincial
Departments of Health, Nursing Education Institutions (NEIs) and all Stakeholders regarding
the temporary suspension of the Professional Entrance Examination until further notice.

2. BACKGROUND

2.1 The South African Nursing Council (SANC) a statutory body which functions in terms of
the Nursing Act, 2005 (Act No. 33 of 2005), has a responsibility to liaise and communicate
with stakeholders on matters pertaining to the profession.

2.2 Furthermore, the statutory objectives of the Council are to establish, improve, control
conditions, standards and quality of nursing education and training.

2.3 In accordance with Section 4 (1) (c) of the Nursing Act, 2005 (Act No. 33 of 2005), the
Council must:

‘Conduct examinations and appoint examiners and moderators and grant diplomas and
certificates in respect of such examinations”.

2.4 The Council, at a sitting on 29-30 July 2020, approved the requirement for registration of
successfully completing the Professional Entrance Examination by the
R.169 (Higher Certificate in Nursing) learners. The first cohort of candidates sat for the
examination in May 2021.

2.5 Guidelines for the Professional Entrance Examinations (R.171 and R.174) were developed
in consultation with the Stakeholders and approved by Council at its sitting of 22-23
September 2022,

2.6 Aseries of Circulars were developed and shared with Stakeholders on the progress of the
implementation of the Professional Entrance Examination.

2.7 The first cohort for Diploma in General Nursing (R.171), and Bachelor of Nursing (R. 174),
sat for the Professional Entrance Examination in May 2023.
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3. COUNCIL RESOLUTION
3.1 The Council at a sitting of 25-26 January 2024 deliberated on the progress, implementation
and challenges experienced with the Professional Entrance Examination, and resolved that:

3.1.1 Considering all facts, processes and inputs from stakeholders, the Professional
Entrance Examinations should be reviewed, improved, and streamlined.

3.1.2  The Professional Entrance Examination will thus be put in abeyance until further
notice.

3.1.3  For the period that the Professional Entrance Examinations are held in abeyance,
no candidates for Higher Certificate in Nursing (R.169), Diploma in General Nursing
(R.171), and Bachelor of Nursing (R.174) will sit for the examination, including
supplementary examination candidates.

3.1.4  All qualifications that were obtained from accredited NEIs post implementation of
the Professional Entrance Examination and prior to the abeyance of this
examination will be registered with the South African Nursing Council.

3.1.5 Only foreign candidates will write examinations according to the National
Department of Health (NDoH): Foreign Workforce Management Programme
(FWMP), Skills development Act and SANC requirements.

4. IMPLICATIONS
4.1 This Circular should be brought to the attention of all learners at all the Nursing Education
Institutions.
4.2 The funds already paid by candidates for the March 2024 Professional Entrance
Examination shall be credited to a specific learner’s name on the register of the SANC.
4.3 There will be no action taken for those who have previously written the PEE and are
already registered.

5. IMPLEMENTATION
This Circular becomes implemented and valid on the date of issue. For any clarity-seeking

questions in respect of this Circular, you are advised to contact Ms A. Mnguni, SANC Senior
Manager: Learner affairs at (012) 420 1065, or email address amnguni@sanc.co.za
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